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UBJECT: Inte rObation:l OL·t

/3- / 11/

y thority of th
Chief ~i a1 ·fficer

wDhag
19 Fe ruary 1844

The Chief i nal ffics!", ar :Jeuartment, ashillbton, D.C .
ttn: Sibna1 uec rit ency

1 . nc is de to a letter of this headquarters dat d 9
·eb ruar y , 1944, which transmitted, a m01,!:) ot!1ers, a co y of n int rro
ation re art on Georg Trinder, formerly a membe of the · errnan ai 'nal

intelligence oenc , no .eLd itt:: , . d ... G ~a.st . Inclosed is one
copy 01 the final r eport on t ile inte rogation of this :, i8 0n r.

2. Y u attentio i invi ~ d to t he fact that p rsonnel of the
:erman 621st adio Inte11i~ence Company, captured ~ 'dd_e East forces
in October, L -:2 indicated under i te~ro6a.tion th t op er-atd ona.I con
tra of t company s in the hands of the II Conn nder of rnterc t
Toops, uouth-En t r

, loc te at t 8 . S . Ithou c the co }any i self
as salene to Panza. ea .~rika. T G "vomrrA d ~ 0 lnt ro t

Tr 0 S, 0 th- list '... obvi ous iy a standard aJ'~ati n' n o ncl t
for the t nt r erv·ce rr-.te c pt ... -etion outh Bast" referred to in
t incl sed docume t.

or he Chief 5i .,nal frieer:

1 ~ c i .
opy uo ,
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of
po t on eorb Trinder . "
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SEO..9JiJl REID HI' ON GEORG TRI@ER. SI NT/ ME,&59

I. InformatiQU on BRITISH am. 4 1l i ed .Qlphers.

1. Further interrogation on paints raised in TRINDER's no te has
brought more accurate information to light regarding enemy success
with BAF 4~figure cipher. <

2& Source maintained tha t over the period FEBRUARY to Early
Summar 1 942 (NOT 1943 as stated in the preliminary rSJX)rt) the
deciJ;lhering of 4-figure F.AF cipher met with approxrma taly 60% success"
The dai l y depth of traffic averaged 400 to 500 messages. , ,,. - - 'I__~

3. During the summer ~942, GEBMAN ~rY.Ptographars formed the
opinion that a change had been effacteo. in the ci1;1her book > a suaoise
which wa s only confirmed by about september 1942 (1942). AS a.
direet result of this 9 50% of' the cryptintelligence staff' wer e
withdrawn from ATHE1B to BERLIN in the same month.

4. No details of ac tual cieci)hering metncds were obt,aine·d, as
TRINDER was only emp.loyed on the· initial mechanical stages of traffi.o
compilation. Intercept of 4~figure material'was d~a11j with as
follows:- .

(A) The me saage pad used for intercept i s d~ .vid -d
vortic~lly into three columns and horizorally i n t o
blocks of five rows. Traffic is taken c vwn -lsrt,ioally,
filling in columns from left t o right.

(B) Raw ms.teris:.l is sorted in the 4Z Dept (4 "figure.) and
allotted a code number (e.g .. 1204) ,s i gnif y:Ul .:S group,
frequency, callsign Gtc.

(0) Boctii fJi b lJf i'i ve NCOs index the traffic of pe.rtioular
g.t>GU ~~3. ,~ For t il t s purpose a bock consis ting of 100
pJ.gas ]_s us ~ j d. :, <2. ach 1'3. 13e divided into r ows numbered from
00 to 99~ To index, for example, the cipher group
"2593" - the code number mentioned in (B) is) entered on
H:..ge 25 row 93.

(D) On completion of the 'indexin g stage , the DOJks a.re passe d
to the cryp t ogrqphers . Source could give fit) informa tion
on these higher stages a s thi s work was done by orra. cer a,
Ho had 1 however , seen a p2rtial1y recons truc t e d vocab lary
of 4-flglID3 o.ipher-,

(E) Vi'~GYl s ::.gss CO) and (D) are well adv anced a Quick
J;'C:I'..'~~l.iti :~m method is constructed based on 0. tc~ble

wi.tn 1 9Dr ro.t.Lers , By r'o t a t dng the rollers so that
the code number- of the cipher ·a'ppeE..rs a t thet,op Gf the
t s,ble - the most commen figure groups of the.t p ::,r'-,icular
cipher can DO read. off the rest or the r olla r s (See A.ppx
"A").

I I . I n f orm.,3,t i l::n on BRITISH wei Allied Pr ncedU£F:l.

5. BeloYJ is 2. lis t of' fr ", uen ci s which source s t,r :'~ I l .had
been interc8pta lL a t Int erc3pt S<s ct i on SOUTH EAST (Gth: T\A ~ H. A.bt
S.O. ). Their present ~ccuracy i s no t guaranteed.
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III. ~isation of Ener~ Signal Inte11i§e~ce i n t ha V'1 :=1
t"l
0

A'. outstations and LoQatloQ&.

6. The intercept or'garu.sa t.1.on companies (1 to 4) and. 9 CoY
4J Air Force Sign2ls Regt a ll form together Intsrcept sectio n
SOUTH EAST. 9 day had no longer any connect-Ion VJith its parent
I'-2;glr.1ent ..

Bo I n t er c ept Polic~.

7. 9 Coy hE.d. B. 'pprcxima t e1y 15 r ocaivers of Gif f ere nt ty'p6S at
its disp~sal. Each sat waS given a t least ona fi r -pri ori t y
c ommi, tment and. two to four second...pr l )r i ty t asks , The to tal
cover:::.ge YJas therefore a rout QO to 70 frequencies ~ Thi s cOlli.pany
was ~ '::i efly concerned v~i t h RT and DF (see ,Para V).

2 Coy usually had ;; receiver-s in use for a t ~ ..r; \\ lis t of
80 to 90 freQuencies ,

Operators in all cases . or ked on a basi of t .hree shif'ts
'per 24 -hcurs.

8. In Feb 1943 the DF cOill'pi lation centr e was wi t hdraw
(presur.B.bly from. romss. ) to ATHENS .

9 ~ Nc detailed information oould b e ob ained on t he six- masted.
Df' i:.Jntionec.. in 'para IV C 1 of the Pre liD.ill1c..r y BA])j r • r f) +- \--0 \

i~ 3ner al description given spaci.ng bo tween masts 2.JlprcXim8,teci to
thc~t of t he more usual four- mas ted AWOOK DFG12 e

v, Corr111JJPioa t i ons...L

J.O. "Y"- Lnt.ercomnunfca td.on links of the BALKb.N orgp.!1is~ti cn

ccns.i.sts of four stars whi.ch corr-espond to the b esi..; a.ivisionc:
of interoept ccvar (cf Para I V.B.14 of Pre l imi n:=: r y Rerort ) .

(.h. ) lfEDI TERBfJ.NEAN 8 t ar

(B) 00 lITH EAST star

(C) Fight er Wing s t ar

(D) DF Contro l s t ar

(H-s t a rn Mittelmeer )

(H-Ster n 8 . 0 . )

(Flieg6rwarnst 8r n )

(~ilkommando ster~ )

-' ~· 1 ~ .... q ,... ('\111 1'1. r;; i v : no i nfor ma t i on on A or B.

11 . Ap[)x "B" 8:10 ",';3 diagrama t i oa lly the comm i.cati.one bet-ween
i nt er ce pt ai. te s ::.~n:J. Fight er Command for t r ansmis ':l i "' 'l. of "'-J~ Y>rU r..:<:q

of .hl l i bcl :l.i r e. t acks , To a oertain ex t en t D (D1!' L. - - _:. 1)
LJt wor k runs J:i ,",, ::.~~ llel with 0 ... a s bo t h i n tercept and DF contribute
Qr:;r1.plp. '1i ATIt~ r y i n ib ru£. tion i'or AA nd. F ' i'h t er defence



, -'. ;Person~ iti8S...L

l~~" In Appx li e" wi l l be found a list of the mai.n
pe~Jonalities of the Intercep t Section SOUTH E&ST.
TRI \IDER coulr; not vouch for their accure.cy a t the p":"esent
time as his inforn~ tion was now a year ol~.

VT-· .Q§n§'o.l.

13 , opera t.or-e en gaged on intercept 1uyies anc, Int NOOS
~r( not accorled any special privileges (e.g •. exanption
fJ. ,) "~ fatiguos, pq,ra,J.3s etc) by virtue of their hour-s of
wo r« ,

14 , As ~r as source was aware personnel of the intercept
service were not given any special security vetting ... the
only fOIDc:.11·0,:,~ consis t ed. of filling in numerous f'orms ,
A1J ranks were given fr 8Quant lectures on securi ty Dn C- the
nG ~~ for secrecy in th~ir wor k .

:ur·
·.'ab 44

Th ~/REH



APPENDIX "A".
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ROLLER RE COGNITI ON ·TAB
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T'~~ of wor ki ng .

Ro tate rollers by mea ns of kn obs (A) t o m8ke up oode
nl ' 1e r of cipher at B. ~roups t e a ppeari ng at C are mos t
com Lon groups .

".



DECLASSIFIED

Authority (.~O \ 3 5
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I nt er oe t Servi ce Per sonal i t i s.

Ci vi l i ans with titles such as R g Rat , Amtman, Sonde u~rer, Inspektor
rank as officers.

,
Farmer Department III ( r efera t) , now Dept V and General Crypt intel l i gence

Cent r e.

staff Traffic i\nalysis (T/A) Off icers and Off i ci a l s .

!'iWtSTALL.AOC-in-C GEffiw~ Air Force.A.

S/Ldr J!'RIEDRICHS
F/Lt \YEINEN
F/Lt KOBISO T-r
P/Lt REETZ
Reg Ra t VOIDELE
Amt rnan LIEBSCu.ER
Sonder f u'wer STEIDLE

Bar on v .. I OHTOiEN
~O II RI e Hl'ER )
.iiC1 BOSCH )

(present head)

(form l y L Cpl i n Intercept Sect i on SE 
spec i alis t i n TURKIS11 u.nd .AP..iiBI C int ercept )

Fi l1£l.l wr I Dept •

B. Int er cept Sec t i on SOUTH EAST HQ.

W/CIndr

F/Lt
t-yO

BHUEHL It' ormer 00 - a t pr sent commandi ng I nt er cept
Section i n S RUSSI1~

§EICHrN~ - pres ent OC and Di r ect or
DUElCi. - Senic rr 10 to RO} . IW.1C (Hor;...hverbi ndungs

Krmmando ]
plo LOf-.'SE
plo BLIESKE - Now pos t ed,

G, 1 Tr£lff'ic .Ulli l ys i s Coy .

Traf f i c anal ysis r Os e

DE' compilw.ti on
Mat eo and crypt int al l i Gence
Dept V '/...... 4/L 4/F

II II " II II

4/L 5/ L 5/F
DF compi l a tion

WOs II

pios

PO
WOs I

~ GER , lMJiliI OEK
ST;lNKOWSK.I
TRiXICK
D~V.-..r,

T-r,,\.VER
KOCH
DUELLER
:IvLll\Slill
Sc n U DT
SOHW.:.RZ
BJ.;;N.Jili

Sjts BuTII CH
ilillE
m;HRKE
HOINS
KRlID. ~ER Meteo 4/L 5/F
i, PC 4/L 4/ JJ' 5IF
MSf ER
RCSSK.tiT Dept V T/J~ 4/L 4/F
SO ' "PEll,W'm 41i?
STRUNK
EIG!'TJ;p

LA 6 l J{.· 'l ~~ Met eo 4/7 4/ L 5/ F (now ti t. ] / '-1D'
ROWCHINGER
THOl.1M



D. 2 Intercept COy J LOUT ~.

,(\PPENDIX 0 (Cont d)

Fjo
P/O
Oberinsp
Insp
WOs II

Sjts

L.iC

SEE:;-EBRECI-i'T
LUDliI G
HENNE
DUEL - •
lliUlIG..l
SCHREHB",
Z ,[MERLEI N
HQlITl'1>: ,';YEH.
SCHRENK
t'OL.CI!.<~Nl-r

00 Coy

Technicul ~dvise r t o Y gt~ SE
10 T/i~

T/i~
10 T/;. 4-/ 5/F
4/ L 5/L
I C DF compilat i on
DM (pos t d t o 9/40).

E. 3' I nt er cept Coy. Ivit }-ilJl.NI S
KIli1I SIA - X Air Corps .

~yo

p/o
WOs II

WESSEL
B..I.EGER
IWI.B
STCCKM.lNN

oc Coy

Fi nal T/A st 'ges
" It II

Ma i n Int work 8. t t::D1ISL. i s now don e by women.

F . 4- Coy .

l..' t'ficer chos en to be OC Vl&S W:O UNTERST.U3 .

SPlt;CHr

LIElt'ERT .
ilL"r~ ING

3ClillEl'T

SC ~vlIItr

i'TCc.r..E
.lCOCH
LIER
"TOLT
:'i"",{IliANN

~1o
pl Os

Insp
WO I
WOs I I

S j t s

l
)

THEISS )
M..~YlliHQlI'ER
OET••1.ANN.

oc c oy
10 t o X ,(lir Corps KI.L" ISL~

W t o ECJ1il:!: HVK
S ru or T/ .'l 10
10 R/ T
Crypt i ntel lig e co

F~nnl T/A st ages und crypti t el l i gence


